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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT GHASHMI ON MIDDLE EAST PEACE TALKS 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: PRESIDENT GHASHMI EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT 
RISE OF EXTREMIST PRESSURE IN WAKE OF POSSIBLE FAILURE OF 
SADAT PEACE EFFORTS, WHILE URGING FULL AND QUICK U.S. 

SUPPORT OF PEACE INITIATIVE. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING JAN 30 CALL, PRESIDENT GHASHMI EMPHASIZED 
SEVNRAL TIMES THE "NECESSITY" FOR FULL AND QUICK U.S. 

SUPPORT OF SADAT'S CURRENT EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT AN 
ARAB-ISRAELI PEACE SETTLEMENT. HE SAID THAT 
EXTREMISTS IN THE AREA AIDED BY SOVIET UNION ARE ALREADY 
TRYING TO CAPITALIZE ON WHAT SEEMS TO BE FAILURE OF 
EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI TALKS. AGREEING WITH ME THAT 30 YEARS 
OF WAR CANNOT BE SETTLED IN THREE WEEKS, GHASHMI 
EMPHASIZED THAT SADAT HAS GIVEN THE ISRAELIS AND 

THE MODERATE ARABS A ONCE-IN-GENERATION OPPORTUNITY 
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WHICH IF NOTUSED WOULD NEVER COME AGAIN. GHASHMI 
SAID THAT YEMEM SUPPORTS SADAT AND HOPES THAT US 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE WILL ALSO DO THE SAME. 

3. GHASHMI THEN NOTED THAT SADAT HAS GIVEN THE 
ISRAELIS EVERYTHING THEY HAVE ALWAYS WANTED: 

RECOGNITION, FACE-TO-FACE NEGOTIATIONS, AND FINALLY 
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THE PROMISE OF NORMAL RELATIONS FOLLOWING A 
PEACE SETTLEMENT. GHASHMI SAID HE COULD NOT UNDER- 
STAND WHAT MORE THE ISRAELIS WANT FROM THE ARABS. 

GHASHMI STRESSED THAT IN RETURN FROM THESE ARAB 
CONCESSIONS SADAT WILL HAVE TO GET BACK ALL THE 
TERRITORIES OCCUPIED IN 1967 BY THE ISRAELIS. 

GHASHMI ALSO STATED THAT WHILE THE PALESTINIAN 
QUESTION IS THE CORE ISSUE OF THE PROBLEM, HE WAS 
SURE THAT ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE MADE TO ASSURE THAT 
ANY FUTURE PALESTINIAN STATE WOULD NOT BE A THREAT 
TO ISRAEL. 

4. HE CONCLUDED BY ASKING ME TO CONVEY TO THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HIS DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE 
EFFORTS OF PRESIDENT CARTER AND HIS PRAYERS THAT 
PRESIDENT CARTER WILL NOT DISAPPOINT SADAT. 

5. COMMENT: EGYPTIAN VICE PRESIDENT MUBARAK WAS IN 
SANA YESTERDAY, JAN 29, BRIEFING THE YEMENIS 

ON THE CURRENT STATE OF PLAY. GHASHMI TOLD 
ME THAT HE HAD A "GOOD" TALK WITH MUBARAK 
WHO IN TURN TOLD HIM THAT THE NEXT MOVE WAS 
UP THE U.S. IT WAS OBVIOUS FROM GHASHMI'S 
COMMENTS TO ME THAT HE WAS ECHOING THE EGYPTIAN 
LINE AS PRESENTED BY MUBARAK. NONETHELESS, 
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GHASHMI HAS LONG BEEN KNOWN FOR HIS ANTI- 
SOVIET BELIEFS AND HAS THUS BEEN WORRIED ABOUT 
SOVIET AND EXTREMIST INFLUENCE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND PARTICULARLY IN THE RED SEA REGION. 

HIS CONCERN ABOUT SADAT'S FUTURE IS SHARED BY 
OTHER MODERATE YEMENIS WHO FEAR THAT IF SADAT 
IS OVERTHROWN, EXTREMIST PRESSURES WILL IMMEDIATELY 
BE BROUGHT TO BEAR ON YEMEN WHERE A STILL UNSTABLE 
POLITICAL SITUATION WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO WITHSTAND 
SUCH PRESSURE. 
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